
HOMILY FOR 6TH SUNDAY IN EASTERTIDE 
 

Pentecost is just two weeks away and we don’t want to get ahead of ourselves 
but the reading in Acts for Pentecost is from the second chapter of Acts and 
today’s reading is from the eighth chapter. Now the readings are not in 
chronological order but we know that the Holy Spirit, fully God in the third 
person, had to have descended upon the Apostles before they would go off into 
Samaria to share the GOOD NEWS about Jesus Christ. This is good for us to keep 
in mind. We cannot share our faith without the grace of God to lead us. 

So we know that the Samaritans were shunned and avoided by the holy men of 
Israel. It went back a long way. The split was cooking during the reign of Soloman. 
The Samaritans were from the Tribe of Ephraim and settled in the Northern 
Kingdom. In time they were defeated by Assyria who interspersed the Jews with 
the pagans. They intermarried which wasn’t so bad but they started worshipping 
the pagan gods which was totally forbidden. You know when you mix together 
you are supposed to convert those who have fallen away from God’s plan and not 
allow you to convert. 

Today there are divisions in our Catholic Church. The divisions began with Vatican 
II. Pope John XXIII followed the Holy Sprit’s lead and called a council of all the 
bishops. There were also Protestant Bishops that were invited to attend. There 
were some liturgical changes to the Mass which made many Catholics 
uncomfortable.  

When I was a youngster, two of my father’s sisters were converted to Pentecostal 
faiths. 

When they would visit they would tell us we must be “born again”. Well my 
Catholic aunts would warn me that the Pentecostals were trying to convert me. I 
remember looking up scripture and seeing the Jesus said that we must be born of 
water and sprit. Sounded close enough for me. I wanted to be on their side 
because I saw what joy they had. I always enjoyed talking with my lovely Aunts. I 
was born of water and spirit at my baptism. That spirit was planted deep in me 
and I was anointed priest, prophet and king. Although for years I saw the Holy 
Spirit as a dove flying overhead. I should have know earlier that the Holy Spirit is 



fully God in the Third Person of the Holy Trinity. I discovered all this in a little 
confessional box in North Canton Ohio in 1977. I needed to repent and ask Jesus 
to come into my world in a profound way. I needed to reconcile with God. 

Well the holy men of Israel identified the wrong doing of the Samaritans, which 
they should do, but they closed the door on any reconciliation with them. They 
avoided them and shunned them and wanted nothing to do with them. Well that 
is not in God’s plan for all of His children.  

There must always be a path of reconciliation with God.   

We know that Jesus did not follow the Pharisees’ rules of engagement with 
sinners. Let us keep in mind that Jesus reached out to everyone without accepting 
their sins. He always expected repentance before the healing and forgiveness. We 
can look at His interaction with the Samaritan women at the well. He saw the 
potential of a soul that was hungry for God’s grace. He looked deep into her 
heart; beyond her sins to her heart of hearts to see a person that would share His 
Good News. He found out that she had had five husbands and wasn’t to happy 
with the present one. When He shared His living water with her, she immediately 
went back to her town to share her drink with her neighbors. They came to seek 
Jesus on their own and begged Him to stay. If Jesus would have followed the 
Jewish law there would have been no conversions in that town. 

And, of course, we all know of the famous parable of the Good Samaritan. Jesus 
clearly shows us that it’s not the customs that you follow but it’s the good that we 
do in the name of God that counts. God reads hearts and if our hearts are 
following God’s path, then we are ready to confess and share. 

That was John the Baptist’s heart as well. Philip was a disciple of John’s before he 
was called by Jesus. 

It’s easy to see why his first venture would be to the Samarians. John was buried 
in Samaria so he must have lived there. Philip must have felt comfortable among 
them and they listened attentively to him. Many unclean spirits came out of them 
and there was great joy in their cities. Repent and be joyful. 

So, we also have that opportunity to repent of the times when we refuse to draw 
closer to God.  



When we put ourselves and our comfort before God’s wishes. This virus shut 
down has caused us to stop and evaluate what we are about without certain 
luxuries at our fingertips. So we seek God’s plan for us.  

Without the physical Eucharist and the feeling of closeness to our family, we are 
forced to see the spiritual depth of our relationship with Jesus. We are learning 
new ways of experiencing God’s love and care for us. Jesus told us that He will 
remain with us always. He will ask the Father to send us an advocate that will 
show you the path. Anyone who observes My commands to do everything with 
love, will be loved by the Father and will be loved by me. All love originates with 
God and when it is shared it becomes eternal. It will be the measure by which we 
are judged. The Spirit of truth will prevail. 


