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Brief History of the Poon Jesus Nazareno (Black Nazarene)  

In 1606, a group of Augustinian Recollect missionaries led by Fr. Benito de San Pablo from 
Spain journeyed from Mexico to Manila. They brought with them religious images from Acapulco 
Mexico, which depicted the Passion of Christ. One of them is that of Christ Carrying the Cross 
called the “Black Nazarene” (Poon Jesus Nazareno). The Black Nazarene has a dark hue because 
the image was originally carved from very dark timber called mesquite. 

Some years after its arrival in the Philippines, the Friars were reportedly afraid that the growing 
number of devotees, wanting to pay reverence would eventually damage the image. They 
ordered a replica to be made which was sent to Manila. These two images were kept in the 
Church in Intramuros. On Jan. 9, 1787, Archbishop Basilio Sancho de Santa Justa y RuUna 
ordered the transfer of one of the images to the Church in Quiapo. (The other image of the 
Black Nazarene got destroyed in the Battle of Manila). The Church then made it an annual 
practice to bring out this image and parade it on the streets to commemorate the transfer of 
the Black Nazarene from Intramuros to Quiapo Church. This became its Feast Day, called the 
“Traslacion” (transferring of a sacred object), celebrated every January 9. 

In 1650, Pope Innocent X approved the veneration of the image as a sacramental. In 1880, Pope 
Pius VII granted a Plenary Indulgences to those who would pray piously before the image of the 
Black Nazarene. And in 1987, Pope John Paul II raised the status of the Black Nazarene Shrine 
in Quiapo, Manila to that of a Minor Basilica. 

What attracts Filipinos to the Black Nazarene? First, they are reminded on the great Love of 
God, who willing accepted His Passion and Death on the Cross, to save humanity. Filipinos 
strongly identify with the passion and suffering of Jesus that the image depicts. Many devotees 
of the Black Nazarene relate their poverty and daily struggles to the Passion of Christ as He 
carried His Cross. Many also believe in its miraculous powers, with numerous devotees 
testifying that they were cured of illnesses, their prayers answered, like having a child, family 
relationships were saved, passing difUcult exams, or even receiving job offers and many other 
testimonies by simply praying to the Black Nazarene. 

To protect the surviving image of the Black Nazarene from further damage, the Archdiocese of 
Manila commissioned a Filipino sculptor to make some replicas of the image of the Black 
Nazarene. This image we now have in the Diocese of Orange is one of the ofUcial replicas 
coming from the Basilica of the Black Nazarene in Quiapo, Manila and blessed by its rector. In 
the Philippines, every Friday is known as “Quiapo Day” since the novena prayers for the Black 
Nazarene is held on this day nationwide. At the end of each Mass in the Basilica, devotees pay 
homage to the Lord by clapping their hands. Some devotees express their veneration by kissing 
the Foot of the Black Nazarene (Paghalik) or wiping their handkerchief (Pagpupunas). The Black 
Nazarene is the most popular devotion among Filipinos. Millions of Catholic devotees participate 
in the procession during its Feast Day. 
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SCHEDULE 
DATE TIME ACTIVITIES 

   
11/16/2024     
Saturday 5:00 PM Arrival of PHN at St. Thomas More Irvine 

  6:00 PM – 7:00 PM Procession and Mass 
  7:00 PM – 8:00 PM Novena/Rosary/Veneration 

11/17/2024     
Sunday 8:00 AM - 9:00 AM English Mass 

  9:30 AM - 10:30 AM English Mass 
  11:30 AM - 12:30 PM English Mass 
  1:00 PM - 2:00 PM Spanish Mass 
  3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Chinese Mass 
  5:00 PM - 6:00 PM English Mass 

11/18/2024     
Monday 6:00 PM - 6:30 PM Mass 

  6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Novena/Rosary/Veneration 
11/19/2024     

Tuesday 6:00 PM - 6:30 PM Mass 
  6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Novena/Rosary/Veneration 

11/20/2024     
Wednesday 6:00 PM - 6:30 PM Mass 

  6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Novena/Rosary/Veneration 
11/21/2024     
Thursday 6:00 PM - 6:30 PM Mass 

      
11/22/2024     

Friday 6:00 PM - 6:30 PM Mass 
  6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Adoration 
  7:30 PM - 8:30 PM Novena/Rosary/Veneration 

11/23/2024     
Saturday 8:00 AM - 8:30 AM Mass 

  8:30 AM - 9:30 AM Novena/Rosary/Veneration/Departure 
 


